
The Roosevelt Island
AVAC System

ITS PROPER USE AND CARE

NOTE
If you live, work, or play on Roosevelt Island 

you are an Operator of the AVAC

READ THIS CAREFULLY
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ABOUT CUP 
The Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP) is a 
nonprofit organization that uses art, design, 
and visual culture to improve the quality of 
public participation in urban planning and 
community design. Find out more at:
anothercupdevelopment.org



Roosevelt Islander:

Congratulations! You are the proud owner of a 
pneumatic garbage disposal system. 

Ever wonder why you don’t see garbage trucks 
on the street? Or why there aren’t any smelly piles of 
trash bags on the corner? You can’t see it, you can’t 
hear it, but just inches beneath your feet, 
your garbage is shooting through a network of tubes 
at 35 miles per hour. Your leftovers, your empty 
toothpaste tubes— it’s all down there. It’s a special 
system—almost nothing else like it in the country. 

In 2010, CUP and students from Roosevelt Island’s 
The Child School visited the Island’s trash collection 
facility to learn how the garbage from their school 
gets whisked away and processed. Now we have 
a few words of advice on how to care for your special 
system. The better you understand the system of 
pneumatic tubes, the better it can work. If any big 
decisions need to be made about your system in the 
future, you’ll want to be part of that conversation. So 
get to know this incredible machine today! While 
you’re at it, show this book to your neighbors so they 
stop jamming the tubes.  














































