L\ WL A A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT’S GUIDE TO GETTING MONEY FOR COLLEGE
What is financial aid, and how do | get it?

Financial aid is money that helps students pay for

their education, and it’s available to high school

students who qualify based on their families’ income

level. Students in College Now’s Research Methods

Class at City College of Technology worked with o

the Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP) to make the
financial aid process easier to understand for high
school students applying to college. This poster
breaks down the FAFSA, a government form that
is the first step in applying for financial aid. The
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FAFSA is used to determine what kind of financial your personal information like your full name,

: : address, social security number, driver’s license number,
aid PRyNERNINY and whether you are single or married.

What you need before
you get started:

There are seven steps to filling out the
FAFSA at www.fafsa.ed.gov

Enter the six-digit codes for all schools you are planning to apply to. If you
don't know the school code, you can search for it at www.fafsa.gov. If you
have more than 10 schools, call the FAFSA hotline to add them to your list.
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Answer a series of yes or no questions that will help you

dependent (your parents support you) or independent (y
If you have trouble with this part, ask a fi

find out if you are

' ou support yourself).
nancial aid counselor for help.

If you are dependent (your parents support you), you will need to enter information about
your parents. If your parents are divorced, use the parent you lived with the most in the past
year. If you have questions about who to count as your parents, ask a financial aid counselor.

Submit your tax information here. If you or your parents ha\fe already ﬁ'led
taxes, you can link directly to the IRS and complete this section automatically.
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If not, you'll have to enter the information from last year's tax return. S‘Om[; it bodit —
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You’re almost there! To speed up the process, you can sign the FAFSA electronically s Tj‘“#‘»’“ :50 )
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by entering your PIN number. Or print it out and have at least one parent sign, too. sl Dog e RS
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YOU AND YOUR PARENTS"
ST
Congratulations! Don't forget to print the confirmation ATEMENT

pages and keep them for your records.

Don't worry if you get stuck.
There are lots of ways to get
o help with the FAFSA.
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TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID
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Mostly merit-based

These can come from schools,
corporations, or foundations
Some are based on grades, but
some are for hobbies or sports
Ask your church, team, school,
or parents’ work if they offer
scholarships

These can be very competitive,
so apply to as many as possible

Usually need-based
The government offers
Pell grants to students from
Jow-income families
Like scholarships,

you can also get grants
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. Low interest rates: You have
O\‘SNQ( ISUASE to pay back interest, but it's at a

N lower rate than private student
- loans

. Extended repayment terms:
m You can pay back what you owe
@ over a longer period of time
: . Deferment: You can postpone

paying the money back if you are
Q unemployed or g0 back to school,
<14 /° and interest doesn’t add up
while you put your loan on hold
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higher interest rates than
federal student loans, which
Y % means that you'll have to pay

/ more over time when you're
paying off your loans.




	CUP poster FRONT
	CUP poster BACK

