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FIND OUT YOUR RIGHTS SO YOU CAN STAY IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
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HOW CAN YOU TELL IF YOU
LIVE IN A RENT-STABILIZED

APARTMENT?

Rent stabilization is a New York City law that:

> Applies to apartments in buildings built before

1974 with more than 6 apartments.
> Caps rent at a maximum of $2500 a month.

> s for families that earn less than $200,000
per year.

IF YOU LIVE IN A RENT-
STABILIZED APARTMENT,
YOU HAVE MORE RIGHTS.

> Your landlord can only increase rent each
year by a limited amount, usually between
3 and 6%.

> You have the right to renew your lease
every year.

> When you move out of a rent-stabilized
apartment, the rent can go up as much as
20%, but that can only happen once a year.

> Because your landlord can’t kick you out
(unless you break other rules), you have the
right to organize and make demands.

HOW DO | KNOW |F MY

RENT IS CORRECT? WHAT'S

A PREFERENTIAL RENT?

If you have a rent that is listed at one
amount but you pay less, you may have
what is called a “preferential rent.”

> Landlords can register an illegally high rent for

an apartment, then charge you less than the

registered rate. But they can start charging the

higher rent any time they want, which would
push you out of the apartment. Tenants often
don’t know they’re signing on to these rates.

So what can | do?

> Check your lease to see if it says
“preferential” rate.

> Request your rent history from the Homes
& Community Renewal (HCR), where your
landlord has to file the rent every year.

> Call HCR at 718-639-7400, and request
Chinese language service.

> If you find out your landlord has been doing
this, you can challenge him and get paid back
rent (for the last four years you have paid).
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The first time we were kicked out we didn’t
have any idea what to do...through the help
of the Tenants Union we figured out how to
list out our demands. At first people were
hesitant, afraid to expose things in the
media, but if you are getting kicked out and
don’t speak for yourself, who is going to
speak for you?

—Resident of 81 Bowery and member of CAAAV’s
Chinatown Tenants Union
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WHAT MAKES RENT-STABILIZED
APARTMENTS IMPORTANT?

> Because the rent goes up slowly, families can stay in the neighborhoods
they’ve lived in even as the rents around them start to go up quickly.
This is especially important in neighborhoods like the Lower East Side
and Chinatown.

> When rents reach $2,500 the apartment leaves the rent stabilization
program and becomes a regular market-rate apartment. When that
happens, tenants no longer have the right to renew their lease every
year, and rent can go up as much as the landlord wants, as many times
a year as he wants.

> In Manhattan, every year nearly 6,000 apartments go over $2,500 and
are no longer rent-stabilized.
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DO | HAVE RIGHTS IF I'M SUBLETTING?

YES! If you are subletting someone else’s
apartment, the landlord can’t just throw
you out—he needs to put you through an
eviction process.
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Housing Preservation & Homes & Community Renewal

Development (HPD] is the city’s (HCR] is the state housing agency

housing agency. When you call that oversees rent-stabilized

311 about housing-related issues  housing. You can call them to find

itlgoes to them. They deal with out about your apartment’s rent-

issues that affect individual units.  stabilized status and rent history,
and to challenge major capital

Rent Guidelines Board (RGB) meets i nrovements in your building.

/N every year to set the amount that

rent-regulated rents can go up. Housing Court is a civil court
They don’t have to increase rents, that handles most landlord-
but they always do. tenant disputes and housing

B code violations.
Department of Buildings (DOB)

makes sure that buildings are
safe to live in. They inspect
apartments to make sure they
are being maintained.
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TRYING TO KICK ME OUT?
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A tenant told me she won in
court. She thought she would get
evicted, but because she had
called 311 and the landlord had
so many violations on record,
the landlord couldn’t evict them.

—Resident of 61 Delancey and
member of CAAAV’s Chinatown
Tenants Union
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I have a friend whose landlord tried to
pay him to move out. | told him that if
he took the money, rent [for a new
apartment] would use it all up...it's
really hard to find rent-stabilized housing...
| told him not to take the money.

—Residents of 74 Forsyth and member
of CAAAV’s Chinatown Tenants Union
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R [ BRAEERERFEHER! together...its hard. We ask them to

come out for a meeting...if people see
there’s power they’ll come together.
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Making Policy Public is a program of the Center for Urban Pedagogy
(CUP). CUP partners with policy advocates and graphic designers to

produce foldout posters that explain complicated policy issues, like
this one. makinpolicypublic.net

&=1EZ& / COLLABORATORS

CUP: Sam Holleran, Christine Gaspar; CAAAV: Jason Chan,
Helena Wong, Anj Chaudhry, Zhi Qin Zheng, Cathy Dang;
IntraCollaborative: Chantal Fischzang, David Frisco, Richard Hall,
Leigh Mignogna, Natalie Sims
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The Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP) is a nonprofit

organization that uses the power of design and art to
increase meaningful civic engagement. welcometoCUP.org
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CAAAV Organizing Asian Communities is one of the first pan-

Asian grassroots organizations in the U.S. to educate and provide
advocacy on behalf of victims of hate crimes. CAAAV works to

build grassroots community leadership and power across diverse
low-income Asian immigrant and refugee communities in New York
City to fight for institutional change towards racial, gender, and
economic justice. caaav.org
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IntraCollaborative’s name speaks to their unique working
relationship and history of mutual collaboration. They extend
principles of the academic setting into real communities, working
jointly to unravel complex issues, and develop communication
tools aimed at social reform. They share a strong belief in design
as an agent of change. intracollaborative.org
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