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WHO IS

RESPONSIBLE FOR

TRANSPORTATION
SAFETY??




Road safety is a hot topic with the mayor
kicking off the new Vision Zero project, a
plan to reduce traffic fatalities to zero. But
with bikes, cars, pedestrians, and buses all
competing for New York’s streets, how can
we avoid fatal accidents? Where do we start?

In the Spring of 2014, Ms. Boroda’s Urban
Studies class at the Academy of Urban
Planning, along with CUP teaching artist
Aaron Reiss set out to explore transportation
safety in New York City. They looked at the
Myrtle/Wyckoff intersection in Bushwick and
saw a lot of unsafe things going on. They
wanted to find out how to change things.

The class interviewed representatives of
advocacy groups, people on the street,
a Community Board representative,

and staff from the Department of
Transportation (D.O.T.) to find out who
is in charge of transportation safety.

BUT JUST ONE LOOK AT
THE INTERSECTION OF
MYRTLE AND WYCKOFF,

We made this
booklet to share
what we learned!

There are
plenty of unsafe
things going on in

_ the streets inour

neighborhood.
N
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this intersection, one of the most
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% “Education about how to behave
‘ safely is a big piece; it starts in
S So, what can be ————=a the schools and at home. If
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done to make (== = =| we learn how to behave safely
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things safer? o we can prevent most
— B | 3 — accidents and deaths.” &
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Solution: Create and display public service
announcements — posters to educate the public about
important issues — to let people know how dangerous it is
to text and walk or drive.
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ENFORCEMENT Ll |

The police can write tickets
with high fines to stop
bicyclists from running red
= lights, drivers from speeding,
and pedestrians from jay-

_ w,
< _ Sy,
.a i Changing the street and 559//1/6

what’s on it — like adding a bike .~ »
lane, taking out a left turn sign, ks
or making curbs and crosswalks
bigger — are all engineering.

- walking, among many
other unsafe activities. Problem: People cross the street halfway
and then stop behind the
Problem: Since it pillars that hold up the h N
subway tracks. s

e

takes so long for the r R 4 |
light to change, a _ . :
lot of people cross o ORS v

the street without a
green “walk” light.

Solution: Build a little island around the

pillars. That way, pedestrians have a safe
place to wait and drivers know to
avoid that part of the street.
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Solution: Have police increase
the amount of tickets and
warnings they give
to people who cross
against the light at
Myrtle/Wyckoff.

i Fllp the page to
~ see the process for
actually changing

- the street!



that you want to

<)/ jmaescene s - PROCESS OF CHANGING
y 1 THE STREET?

Get some help from
non-profit organizations

©\ s HOWDOWE START THE

“But what if
the Community
Board doesn’t

“What if agree with me?” Community
311 doesn’t Boards have
work?” i\, & © ; the ear of the
“We need government

Talk to your
Community Board

you guys!”

Community Boards are made

up of 50 local volunteers,
they act as advisors to local
government. They cannot
make or enforce laws.

- Nadine Whitted (Community Board 4)



“People are the most
important thing for
/ affecting social change.
It’s about mobilizing

Non-profit organizations like Right of
Way and Transportation Alternatives
work to make transit safer. They are

activists who have a lot of knowledge, | O
help, and a wide reach. o enough people to believe N - | . “"_‘\“N" V4
Contact them directly for help. ~itsaserious problemand | S — - - -
- Keegan Stephan (Right of Way) = = needs to be addressed. A 1\
Then we will K th til
e eep the pressure on unti

oS0® __

Non-profits can help
build community
support for your cause

change is made!

They use
petitions, ...and more, to
make changes

...and

“What if

protests,
nothing
ets done?” \
N And “Community
D.OT has . doesthe supportis
thé r.n.one building key for our
4 projects.”

Forward your request to the D.O.T. -
The D.O.T.) are the doers in the city

government. They are going to build
the bike lane, put in the speed bump,
and change the speed limit.

- Kim Wiley-Schwartz (NYC D.O.T.)



WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR TRANSPORTATION SAFETY?
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Teaching artist: Aaron Reiss

Project lead: Pema Domingo-Barker
Project support: Valeria Mogilevich

ACADEMY OF URBAN PLANNING

Students: Nadeen Ayala, Christian Beltran, Destiny Carr, Jean Colon, Arjay
Cosme, Jeffrey Cradle Baily, Kimberly Garcia, Rodney Grandstand, Yisneiri
Guzma, Sasha Harper, Justin Hollis, Deandre Johnson, Imani Mack, Jayvon
Mccall, Lakeem Mccray, Brandon Morales, Brandon Murray, Paris Murriel,
Jesus Negrete, Amari Primus, Tania Ramirez, Patrik Reichel, Gilbert Sanchez,
Nicholas Singh, Johnathan Vega, Aminata Abdouramane, Destiny Alonso, Jadea
Campbell, Natasha Diaz, Esmerelda Figueroa, Gassambrosia Gassama, Hosmeily
Gil, Shanakay Gordon, Destiny Hernandez, Joseph Lantigua, Henry Mallol, Aleidy
Martinez, Adiana Mcdonald, Maria Melendez, Chynna Moore, Alejandro Nunez,
Rosanny Peralta Lopez, Rosita Ramales, Jairo Ramirez, Yianna Richey, Freddy
Rivera, Kevin Roa, Domingo Rodriguez, Wilmer Roman, Jazmin Valdez, Katherin
Vizcarrondo, Napria Wilson

Classroom teacher: Yelena Boroda

Thank you to our interviewees: Miller Nuttle, Transportation Alternatives; Keegan
Stephan & Michael Mintz, Right of Way; Nadine Whitted, Community Board 4; Kim
Wiley-Schwartz, Chris Brunson, and Kessia De Leo, Department of Transportation;
and all our interviewees at the Myrtle/Wyckoff intersection

And big thanks to: Mei Ling Chua, Ellen Hailey, Jose Ortiz, Natalie Pardo, Aisha
Haynes, Kyleema Norman and Jorge Sandoval

This project was made possible by the Bay and Paul Foundations, public funds from the New York State Council
on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and the New York
City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.
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The Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP) is a nonprofit
organization that uses the power of design and art to
increase meaningful civic engagement particularly
among historically underrepresented communities. To
learn more about CUP, visit welcometoCUP.org

City Studies is a program of the Center for Urban
Pedagogy. CUP partners with public high schools and
afterschool programs on project-based curricula that
use design and art as tools to research the city.

The Academy of Urban Planning (AUP) is a public school

in Bushwick with an urban planning theme-based
curriculum. To learn more, about AUP visit aupnyc.org

SP



