
Who makes decisions about Food Stamps?
The Federal Government The United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) 
New York State

New York City

Congress writes a law called the Farm Bill every five years. 
It covers almost everything about farms and food,
including the food stamp program (also called the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or SNAP).

The USDA decides on a food budget 
every year that they think is the least    
amount of money a person or family 
can spend on food per month and 
still be healthy. This is called the 
Thrifty Food Plan.

Somemes	the	state	government	will	step	in	
to	change	how	things	are	done	in	New	York	City.	
Like	in	2012,	when	they	told	NYC	to	stop	fingerprinng	
people	applying	for	food	
stamps.	The	mayor	and	
Human	Resources	
AdminiAdministraon	
(HRA)	resisted,	
but	in	the	end,	
the	city	stopped
fingerprinng.

The NYC Human Resources 
Administration (HRA) runs the 
Food Stamps program in the city. 
It decides if families qualify for Food Stamps 
and gives them the monthly amount 
on an Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card.

The NThe New York City Health Department distributes
Green Bucks, which is a coupon worth $2 in fresh 
vegetables for every $5 of Food Stamps 
customers spend at 
farmer's markets.
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Students from the International Community High School in the 
Bronx worked with teaching artist James Whitman to find out 
who makes decisions about Food Stamps. They talked to a 
community advocate, drew diagrams of the Food Stamp system, 
and thought of alternatives to the Food Stamp program. They 
made this fold-out poster to show how Food Stamps work, and 
peperspectives they researched.

The Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP) is a nonprofit organization 
that uses the power of design and art to increase meaningful civic 
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afterschool programs that use design and art as tools to research 
the city.   
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Sairah Budhwani, Urban Justice Center

“Let's say you're a single parent, 
you work 40 hours a week, 

at minimum wage of $8 an hour, 
you're still eligible for food stamps.  
Even if you're working as much as 
you possibly can, you don't

 ma make enough to feed your family.
 Increasing the minimum wage
 would be a good solution.”

“A major problem 
is that there are not 

enough workers to take care 
of the people that apply 
at food stamp centers.”

1 in 5 New Yorkers 
are using Food Stamps.
They have big impacts 
on our community, 
all the way from 
what we eat to how 
bbusinesses pay their 
employees.

Here are some different perspectives 
on Food Stamps and the ways they 
affect the city:

“For a lot of families 
it feels like something bad 
to be on government benefits. 
But if you buy a can of Coke, 

you're paying a tax that goes to the 
government that helps keep these 
benebenefits going.  If it's something that 

helps out your family 
I think it's great.”  

  

“Buying food in New York City is a lot more 
expensive than say, the middle of Kentucky.  
Food stamps could be better if they correlated 
with the price of food in your neighborhood.”

“It would be better if HRA 
hired more workers so that they 
wouldn’t be so overwhelmed, 
and had better technology at the 
centers so that you could 
turn in your documents 
without papewithout papers being lost.”
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