CHILD SUPPORT?!

iEsto no tiene sentido!

What should | do?

;Qué deberia hacer?

Hey dads—Here’s what
you need to know for
your child support
hearing in Family Court.



NO MATTER SO YOU CAN MAKE A CASE 9 DECISIONS
WHAT FOR CHILD SUPPORT YOU WILL BE MADE
HAPPENS ® CAN AFFORD. WITHOUT YOU.

SE VAN A DECIDIR COSAS
SIN QUE ESTES ALLI.

SI NO VAS

I'd like the father to pay $215
a month to support the child.

I'd like you to pay $215 a month

to support your child.

But I only make

SUPPORT MAGISTRATE
THE JUDGE

$1,400 a month.

Querria que el padre pagara $215 por

Querria que pagara $215 por mes a !
mes para la manutencion del hijo.

para la manutencion de su hijo.
Pero solo gano

$1.400 por mes.

RESPONDENT
YOU

PETITIONER

THE MOTHER

The person who

wants you
to pay child
support
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OK, the father must
pay $215 a month.

OK, in that case, you
must pay $87 a month.

Bueno, el padre tiene

Bueno, en ese caso, tiene
que pagar $215 por mes.

que pagar $87 por mes.

..YOU'RE ..YOU'RE .You : THE COURT CAN AUTOMATICALLY TAKE MONEY YOU COULD LOSE YOUR DRIVER’S LICENSE OR IF YOU DO NOT PAY,
YOU OWE FROM YOUR BANK ACCOUNT. YOUR PROFESSIONAL LICENSE (like your YOU COULD GO TO JAIL.
If you absolutely can’t make it that ..YOU BUY security guard license), which means
day, call Family Court right away. 2 ou might not be able to keep working.
CO U RT They’ll give you a new court date. Go to court on your court ~YOU'RE y 9 P 9
9 date and tell the judge. He YOU’RE s
Bronx: (718) 618-2098 may order a DNA test. THE YOU CAN'T GET A PASSPORT.

EVEN IF...

Brooklyn: (347) 401-9600
Manhattan: (646) 386-5200
Queens: (718) 298-0197
Staten Island: (718) 675-8800

PATERNITY : The legal term for
being the father of a child.

PATERNIDAD

You are still legally required to
provide child support until your

child is 21 years old.
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PUEDES PERDER EL PERMISO DE CONDUCIR O LA
LICENCIA PROFESIONAL (como la de guardia
de seguridad), y eso significa que tal
vez no puedas seguir trabajando.

LA CORTE PUEDE SACAR AUTOMATICAMENTE DE
TU CUENTA CORRIENTE EL DINERO QUE DEBES.

NO PUEDES SACAR UN PASAPORTE.

SI NO PAGAS, PUEDES
TERMINAR EN LA CARCEL.




Get your financial
documents together

You’ll need to prove how much money you
make and how much you spend. Get any
documents about your finances together
and put them in a folder. For example:

Proof of your income || 'fyoudont

show how much

— Pay stubs from the last you make,
the court may
G'mgnths decide based
— If you’re paid under the on what they
table, get pay receipts or a think you earn.

note from your boss

Proof of how much
you spend

— Bring court orders for any
other child support you're
already paying

: =5 If you didn’t
— You can also bring: tuition do your taxes
bills, utility bills (for gas, last year, bring
electricity, phone, or the most

recent one
before that.

If you’ve never
filed taxes, ask

Tax documents your employer

for a W-2 form.

internet), rent receipts, or
car payment statements

— Copies of the state and
federal income tax returns
you sent in most recently

OR

— The W-2 or 1099 form you
filed with those returns

Proof of any

government

benefits you get

— Cash assistance letter

— Food stamps (“SNAP”) Yo ci
benefits letter get these

— Medicaid letter ?x:TIf:tI:RA

office where

Insurance documents J vouhave your

appointments.
— Show what kind of health
insurance you have, and
how much extra it would
cost to add a child to
your insurance

EVEN IF YOU DON'T HAVE
ALL OF THESE, YOU SHOULD
STILL GO TO COURT IN PERSON.

Junta tus documentos
financieros

Fill out a Financial
Disclosure Affidavit

You can get
the form here:

It’s what the court looks at to
decide how much you should
pay in child support.

You need to have the
documents from the list
on the left to fill it out.

For help filling it out, visit

Llena una declaracion jurada
de situacion financiera

nycourts.gov/forms

liftonline.org

Don’t sign
the form yet!

There are lots of

notary publics in your
neighborhood, at places
like the bank, Western
Union, or real estate offices
(look for a “notary public”
sign in the window).

Bring an ID
(like a passport)

Bring the
UNSIGNED
Financial
Disclosure Affidavit

You will sign the form in
front of the notary.

The notary will stamp it
for you.

You’ll need to pay a few
dollars to get the form
notarized. It might be free
at your bank.

YOU NEED TO SIGN
THE FORM IN FRONT
OF A NOTARY PUBLIC.

Get ready

Try to
look nice

WEAR SOMETHING
LIKE JEANS AND A
BUTTON-DOWN.

IT WILL SEND A
MESSAGE THAT
YOU’RE TRYING TO
TAKE THIS SERIOUSLY.

ea . o IT WILL HELP YOU
Write it REMEMBER WHAT YOU WANT
down! TO SAY IN COURT, LIKE:

If you have a job or not

How much you make

Whether you support other children
Any big expenses you have

Preparate

What to bring
with you:

The letter you got from
Family Court (your Summons)

Your financial documents

Your Financial Disclosure Affidavit
(stamped by a notary)

An ID (a passport or driver’s
license), if you have one

A calendar (or your phone
if it has a calendar)

A pen and paper

Something to keep you
busy while you wait

Go to court

WARN I N G' THIS WILL TAKE

¢ A WHOLE DAY.
Tell your employer or your school ahead of
time, or take the day off.

Make day care plans ahead of time. You can
also bring your child to court with you! There
is a drop-in childcare center for children 6
weeks to 12 years old at every Family Court.

IADVERTENCIA!

Get there early

THERE’S USUALLY A LINE TO GET IN

Anda a la corte

Go to the right
Family Court

It might not be
in the borough
where you live.
Make sure

you go to the
Family Court
(not Criminal or
Civil Court) at
the address on
your Summons.

To find out where to go, call:

Bronx: (718) 618-2098
Brooklyn: (347) 401-9600
Manhattan: (646) 386-5200
Queens: (718) 298-0197
Staten Island: (718) 675-8800

What
next?

:Qué
pasa
luego?



Ponte en la cola
y pasa la revision
de seguridad

Wait on line and go

through security Wait

Ask for help

Pide ayuda Espera

, . You’ll spend  Stay here until your If your case is called
Excuse me, where’s Your room number is on your most of the case is called. If you while you’re out, the
my waiting room? Summons. It’s called a “part number.” day here. need to step out, judge can make a

tell a court officer. decision without you.

El niimero de la sala aparece en
la citacion. Dice “part number”.

Perdon, ;donde esta
la sala de espera?

YO YOU COURT OFFICER

| have a question... I’'ll see who’s available.

Can | get a translator?

EL DIA DE LA
AUDIENCIA

Tengo una pregunta... Digame. ;Puedo conseguir un intérprete? Voy a ver quién esta disponible.

Talk to the judge

Habla con el juez

Words you might hear:

SUPPORT MAGISTRATE The judge in
charge of hearing your case.

TIPS

— You're allowed to talk!
Don’t be afraid to
speak up.

— Speak loudly
and clearly

— Don’t chew gum
— Don’t wear a hat
— Don’t interrupt
— Don’t swear

CLERK He or she prepares the
paperwork and records what happens.

COURT OFFICER The security guard.

SUPPORT MAGISTRATE
THE JUDGE

NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT The parent
who doesn’t live with the child most
of the time. That’s probably you.
Also known as the respondent.

CUSTODIAL PARENT The parent who
lives with the child most of the time.
That’s usually the child’s mother.
Also known as the petitioner.

Yes, sir. It’s hard for me to raise
our child on just my salary.

Please explain

Yes, sir. | brought my last

your situation. two paychecks to show you.

Si seiior. Es dificil criar a nuestro
hijo linicamente con lo que gano yo.

Si seiior. Traje los dos iiltimos comprobantes
de mi salario para que los viera.

Por favor explique
su situacion.

EL MAGISTRADO
COURT OFFICER

LA FUNCIONARIA

EL GUARDIA

The mother might have

a lawyer or translator,

or someone from the
government representing her.

PETITIONER
THE MOTHER

You have the right to ask
the judge for a lawyer, but
that doesn’t mean one will
always be available.

EL PADRE QUE NO TIENE LA CUSTODIA

RESPONDENT
YOU

EL PADRE QUE TIENE LA CUSTODIA

OTHER PEOPLE
WAITING FOR THEIR

CASES TO BE HEARD

Tu caso puede terminar
de tres maneras:

Your case could end in one of three ways:

@) A TEMPORARY ORDER

© A FINAL ORDER you can’t afford

€© A FINAL ORDER you can afford

My financial situation
changed. What do | do?

A temporary
order usually
means you didn’t
bring enough

I've made a final | can live with this

decision. How do | pay?

documents decision about how much
232323;’“’ I need more child support you'll pay. Puedo aceptar la

information decision. ;Como pago?

Esto es lo que tiene
que pagar de pension
de alimentos.

hefore | can
make a final
decision.

You will get papers mailed

to you telling you:

— How much to pay

— When the first payment is due
— Where to send payments

| disagree with this

decision. What can | do?

Necesito mas

informacion No estoy de atfuerdo con la If you have a job:
antes de decision. z,Que puedo hacer? — The court will take the money
you owe directly out of your
tomar una can you Show me how m paycheck. That’s called
decision to file an objection? darmishihg youg Wages:
definitiva. WARNING The payments might not be  iCUIDADO!
. . automatically deducted from youn
‘-Me puede exPllcar paycheck at first, so you may need
como hago para to make the first payments yourself.
. o _ss Find out b lling the Child GO
mterponer una Ob]eCIOIl? YOu Sll:]pp(:)l:‘t H‘éﬁﬁi;:g}] (830) 8I46-0773 M.a.ybe you lost your jOb,']OII‘Ie.d the
isit childsupport.nv.qov military, or went on public assistance.
vl If any of these things happen, you can
A ask the court to reconsider its decision
m oK, I'll get a form for you. If you get pald in cash: by filing a modification anytime.
— You need to pay child support Spiy s o L
directly to New York State. g:g‘:ezr:i?nﬁl,l, cf’::':, Support Modification
Si, le voy a dar un formulario. Do notiestl meney disoty . :
;c:o t t?\ met" oyt te Sl — Go back to Family Court with the form
: sz onetiumeamoun and documents that prove your income
Don’t assume you can work it o ool T
! R — Make photocopies of your check Xy LG
out \{Vlth the child’s rr:othgr or money order so you can prove Questions? Visit
outside of court. You’'ll still owe you paid it
the child support. — Write the case number on your
The way to try to change check aranonsy ordex
the court’s decision is to file
an objection.
If you decide after you leave
the court that you disagree with
the court’s decision, you have
30 days to fill out and send in an
objection form. nycourts.gov/forms
9
isit or help filing
START You’ll have to come vis G
an objection. You’ll need to pay
OVE R ba(:k tO COllrt. liftonline.org that amount until

welcometoCUP.org

START OVER

You have to come bhack
to court if you disagree.

the child turns 21.

NICE! It’s all figured out.

liftonline.org




You want to do the right
thing for your child.

COURT DATE CHECKLIST

My court date is:

I'll go to Family Court in:

Bronx
Brooklyn
Manhattan
Queens
Staten Island

The address is:

| have my documents ready to go

I let my job know that | need the day off
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MAKING POLICY PUBLIC

is a program of the Center for Urban
Pedagogy (CUP). CUP partners with
policy advocates and graphic designers
to produce foldout posters that explain
complicated policy issues like this one.
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The Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP)

is a nonprofit organization that uses
the power of design and art to increase
meaningful civic engagement.

Resilience
Advocacy
Project

Resilience Advocacy Project (RAP) works to
empower youth to become leaders in the
fight against poverty.

WeShouldDoltAll (NSDIA) is a Brooklyn
based graphic, interactive; and spatial
multidisciplinary design studio.
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