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ghow Me the Money!

What are income taxes? And what are they for?

Where does the U.S. budget come from and what is it spent on? Approximately $1.48 trillion of the
f:{::le ® $3.8 trillion federal budget comes from income taxes from individuals. In the winter of 2016, CUP collaborated
orderof @ with Julia Joseph'’s 11th grade U.S. History class at the International Community High School in the Bronx to

learn about income taxes and investigate the funding of local, state, and federal governments.

To investigate, students participated in a scavenger hunt to find signs of tax funded programs in their
neighborhood, surveyed community members about income taxes, and imagined ways government funding
could be different. This booklet is a guide to what they discovered.
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WHAT ARE INCOME TAXES? '

Income Tax
is money recieved through + is a fee paid to local, state, or = Nt/
work, gifts, inheritance, etc. federal governments to support
government programs and
activities.
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ARE ALL TAXES EQUAL?

The amount of money taken out of a paycheck for income taxes in New York State varies
based on how much money that person makes. This is called a | progressive tax.
I

The fee paid to local,
state, or federal I
governments
increases as the
taxable amount, such
asincome, increases.
The more money you
make the more

vs. Federal Tax income taxes you pay.
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If you make $25,000 or less in 1year, then If you make $75,000 or more in 1year, then
you pay a maximum of 28% in income taxes you pay a minimum of 45% in income taxes
to the government, but you may not pay to the government.

anything at all.
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WHERE DOES OUR MONEY GO?

The money from income taxes goes to alot of different government programs and activities,
such as buses, road repairs, park maintenance, healthcare, and paying government employees. i
Where can you find evidence of taxes at work in your neighborhood?
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Local Government
Nkt 1

To support your local
community find a Community
Board near you at
http://www.nyc.gov.html/cau/
html/cb.shtml
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Federal Government
To influence funding at the
federal level, contact the US.
House of Representatives
Budget Committee at
budget.republicans@
mail house.gov
or call 202-226-7270.
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CupP

Teaching Artists:

Lyndsey Pressley, Jenn Anne Williams

Designer:
Deja Holden

The Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP)
is a nonprofit organization that uses the power
of design and art to increase meaningful civic
engagement. CUP projects demystify the urban
policy and planning issues that impact our
communities, so that more individuals can
better participate in shaping them.

City Studies are CUP's project-based in-class
and afterschool programs that use design and art
as tools to research the city.

ICHS

Classroom Teacher:
Julia Joseph

Students

Zeinab Abboud, Khadiza Akhter, Anthony Alejo
Castillo, Alpha Oumar Bah, Joksan Banegas
Moran, Yelitza Barrera, Rone Begum, Ronel Boni-
facio, Suggeily Caraballo, Cesarina Checo,

Mei Ling Chen, Mariama Diallo, Eduard Diaz,
Zaibel Diaz Baez, Joel Ferreiras, Anthony
Loveras, Richard Mancebo, Victor Mendoza,
Luis Jose Nunez, Monserrat Pina Mejia, Jonathan
Restituyo, Anthony Rosa Compres, Javier Santos,
Irma Solano, Aboubak Soumare, & Rony Tejeda
Sosa

International Community High School

(ICHS) is a progressive public school for
English Language Learners in the South Bronx.
To learn more, visit ichs.weebly.com

Thanks to our Interviewees:
Deja Holden, ICHS staff, and
Bronx community members

Special thanks to:

Claire Duvernet

This project was made possible by the Bay
and Paul Foundations and the New York City
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership
with the City Council. Additional support was
provided by the Council Member Melissa
Mark-Viverito.
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