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Is a college education
worth the cost?
"Not many things are worth the cost. College is
worth the cost. No matter what, a degree will
be needed to get a good paying job in society.
According to our survery, 61% of the people in
school say yes, college is worth the cost:·
-Katherine Pichardo, !CHS student
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"Colleges in the U.S. are known for their high
level of education. Their lessons take people
deep into their careers and help people get
jobs right away. College is worth the cost. The
cost is just a problem you'll finish solving at,
the end".
-Diesnel Frica, !CHS student

Should college be
free for everyone?'
"College should be free because that will lead
to better education because the students will
focus more on studying. They will not worry
or stress about a better future and education."
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"When people take out loans,
they have to pay it back. 25% of
the people we surveyed who took out a ,;
loan to pay for college took 10-25 years
to pay it back. That is much longer than
it takes to go to college. College should
be free so people don't have to take
out loans."
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"I think that the government needs to make
college free for low income families. Everyone
- , · • t' Ith.at wants to become someone in the future,
' , , , ' needs to be able to be someone."
l
,• ', • 0, -Scarlet More, ICHS student
I
"Public college will now be free for families
in New York State. It is interesting that the
government is trying to help students that have
low income. My aunt
I
says that she didn't go
to college because she
didn't have enough
' '
money and she didn't
,
I '
'•'
want to take out a
'
loan. She tells me that
if college were free,
0,
she will go to follow
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her dream. Therefore,
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college should be free
for people that don't ,' "If elementary, middle, and high school are
free, why not college7 A lot of NY residents are
have the chance to
get scholarships or · not rich enough to pay for college. 940,000 1
families in NewYorlc will be eligible for free �
take out loans. Every
public college tuition when the new plan is
student deserves
'fully phased in. Then, many more families will
that gift:•
have be more educated."
-Astou Samb,
-Matthew Rivera, !CHS student
ICHS Student
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schools that match your goals.
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How many people do you want
to go to school with?
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Survey of /CHS Community
Is college worth the cost?

Yes: 61% No: 26% Depends: 13%
Should college be free?

Yes: 75% No: 20%Depends: 5%
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Should undocumented students be
able to go to college in the U.S.?

What do you want the place
yougo to school to look like?

' '

Should federal aid be available to
undocumented students?

'about what job you are going

).. Go to college! Don't worry

Yes: 88% No: 12%:

to have in the future. fust pick
something you love to study
at college and the rest
will followl"
-Yadira Echevarria,

Do you agree with New York's
free tuition plan?

Yes: 91% No: 9%

ICHS teacher
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What options do you have
for financial support?
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n April 12, 2017, New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo signea tlie free college tution
bill into law. The Excelsior Scholarship makes tlie City and State Universities of New York
tuition-free, but only for qualifying students. Students that are part time, undocumented, or
wliose families make over s125,000 per year are not eligil:ile. Should colle� be free for eve�one?
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In tl-ie winter of 2018, CUP collaoorated with Teaching Artist Gabe Gordon and Yadira Eclievarria's
internship class at tlie International Community High School {ICHS) in the Bronx to dig deeper into
tlie financial pockets of college tuition. To investigate, students got out of the classroom and into
the realm of higher education to survey educators and school staff on the value of a degree. What
are tlie different types of academic degrees? How much does higher education cost? Who decides?
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ents created this sdiool newspape
igate tlieir higlier eaucation option
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4+years
Earn a Baclielor's Degree
Talce 1:iotli core courses and
specialized areas of study

This project was made possible by the

Bay & Paul
Foundations, the New York State Council on the Arts
with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and
the New York State Legislature, and the New York
Department of Cultural Allain in partnenhip with
the City Council. Additional support was provided by
Council Member Melissa Madr:-Viverlto.
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·hat they learned and to help students

THERE ARE MANY DIF FEREN T F ORMS Of EDUCATION BEYOND HIGH SCH OOL,
KNOWN AS POST SE CONDAR Y EDUCATION.
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IDtermhip Teacher: Yadira Echevarria
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Council on
the Arts

PUB LI C schools are partially
controlled by the state and are
usually the most affordable
option.

PRIVATE schools do not
receive government funding
and can sometimes cost
more than public schools.

T UI TION, or the price schools charge for
classes, can range from totally free to
over $50,000 per year.

The state that you live in can impact the
cost of tuition, but only for
public schools.
IN-STATE schools are in the
same state that you have
lived in for at least one year
prior to applying for school.
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For everyone?i
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Yes 98% No: 2%
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Should··
colleg�
be free?···

What activities do you want to
take part in at school?
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'l1ut International Commwuty Hjgh Scbool
(ICHS) is a progressive public school for
English Language Learners in the South
Bronx. To learn more, visit lcba.WNbly.com
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"The government has to be
considerate with its citizens. People
on their way to being citizens should'
have the same rights as
everyone else."
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What do you want to study
when yougo to school?

"Undocumented students should be able to
afford to go to college in the U.S. because all
the people should have the same opportunity
that others have and legal status shouldn't
matter. According to the poll that was
done in !CHS, 98% of people agreed that
undocumented students should
be able to go to college in the U.S ..
M any undocumented students have
more enthusiasm to go to college
than the people born in America."
-Anthony Moreira, !CHS student

International Commul\ity High School

I

-Nayely Rodriguez, !CHS student
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Create a checklist and find

�.

-Fat,ma Gueye, !CHS student

"One reason I think that college should be free
is that many people believe that it is expensive.
For example, in our suvery, 90% of the people
believed that college is too expensive."
, -Mohamadou Sidy Diallo, ICHS student
I
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Should federal aid
be available•for
undocumented students?
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Shol\d stuct�n�s
take out loans? :�
~ I·,,, '
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"If college could be free, more students would
attend college".
-Maria Pastor, !CHS student

OUT -Of-STATE schools are in
a different state than where
you live and can sometimes
cost s10,ooo or more per year
than in-state schools.
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CAL CULATE THE COST Of THE SCH OOL YOU ARE IN TERESTED IN AT money.cnn.com/tools/collegecost/collegecost.html
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