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Principal suspensions, commonly Maximum days of

I' known as ‘in-school suspension’, are L = z:?cpaegn:m‘noby city:

| (onefofvedays. & 1 LosAngeles: 20

I I New York City: 180
N e T |

Suspensions occur i I

when a school Py R - - : ¥
disciplines a student by Superintendent suspensions can i -

. .
suspen3|on? temporarily removing last anywhere from six to 180 days.
‘ them from class. L e 0 e T A
| e S S /
MENNC R | | | / Y ..-,":_l
NN, ¢y <t o Elele : + The Discipline Code describes i’ S » T »
Except for a very small number of // behavpr that is prohibited in schools Why d o St u d e nt S
i instances, suspension should notbea : ,® i and actions schools can take, !
| school’s first response when a student | ! including suspension, when students g et sus P en d e d ?
| violates the Discipline Code. Schools i violate the discipline code.
'\ should use progressive discipline and ! IECNRRERIE S, . o - :
| restorative justice practices. Read onto !
' learn more about restorative justice! ! e e - ,
T /2 R Ty | : : For principal suspensions, | _ . " If you get a superintendent
( | the principal decides the ! \ 1 suspension, you're supposed to receive
M  length of suspension. | | 1 asuspension notice that tells you that i
' i you've been suspended and the reason |
SRS Ay W I i why you've been suspended. ”
' “In terms of superintendent i ! i — Rohini Singh, Staff Attorney, School i
i suspensions, [the principal] Lo Justice Project at Advocates for Children i
Who decides if a decide; how mélny days We’.re i// e '
i requesting. But it's the hearing
Stlldﬁllt can be : . officers that gets to decide hO\f\’/ “You have the right to a hearing '
suspe nded? magy days are actually.given. 'a and if you don’t win at that hearing
- ' — Berena Cabaracas, 1y

Principal, ICHS

\ then you can appeal. ”
i — Rohini Singh



i “ [Students] have to get classwork. They have the
| right to sit for exams including Regent’s exams while
. they're on suspension. They have to get instruction. ”
i — Alyssa Perrone, Staff Attorney, School Justice :
i Project at Advocates for Children :

————————————————————————————————————————

\“ The student is supposed to remain in !
What are yo“r rights school until the principal holds a
7 ,  conference with the parent. ”
if you are suspended? | |

— Rohini Singh

________________________________________

“ [You can appeal] by writing a letter to
the head of the Office of Safety and !
Youth Development and the
Department of Education. ”
— Rohini Singh :

———————————————————————————————————————————————

“ Parents are entitled to have representation at
suspension hearings and have the right to

“The parent has to be called within 24
. bring an advocate even if it's not a

hours for a principal suspension, and

then has to get notice in writing. ”
— Rohini Singh

_________________________________________

superintendent suspension. ”
— Alyssa Perrone
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« Black and Latinx students are being suspended at higher

o 4'@ a\\‘ rates [and] receiving more serious suspensions for the
: : 2 ‘a‘e ! 1
AL &0 “oes “et‘ + same thing than when they are compared to their white !
’e & "p e 0“‘0‘ a \\S? | peers. There is this entrenched racism within the system. "
,',’ 0& R 9 0 10 ' — Kate McDonough i
: ; ,,.", s - ,o » s“sve R R R B g !
w0
g pat 18 the (SO | Theschool-to-prison
g e 7 “ ! O'Q pipeline describes a system
Black boys are 3 times more ) in which students are pushed

their white peers and they're 6 system disproportionately
times more likely. A lot of that

has to do with like both LT T T i R e '

perceptions around race and k y?u ek L schoaland
gender at the same time. " you're not being supported and

. . ¢ 5
I'kffly folbe sUspended than el it “e\“‘e? 1 into the criminal justice system
white peers and black girls to i v : ' for violating school rules. This

targets youth of color and
youth with disabilities.

i you're out on the street it's

T more likely that NYPD wil be |
""""""""""""""""" harassing you and arresting you t
and you will be within the
criminal justice system. "
— Rohini Singh
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“ [Come] together, identify | Change thl ngs T
the problem, state what ! , Y 4
[you] want, and then find

/ .

creative ways to get it. "
— Kate McDonough







86% of students surveyed

peng?

et % of ,

. Yb ~ believe there should be alternatives
589 ~ to suspension. The top three

C belsy (;f Stuge -~ examples included: mediation,

\  counseling, and community service.
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1. On the next page, fill
out the empty triangles
in the fortune teller with

your ideas for
alternatives to
suspension.

2. Cut out fortune
teller along the
dotted line.

3. You now have a
square of paper. Turn
paper face down with
the numbers facing
away from you.

4. Fold paper in half
both ways, to
establish center
crease.

5. Open paper up
again with numbers

facing away from you.

\\. /

/)

Make your own

restorative justice
paper fortune teller!

6. Fold all four
corners to meet in
center.

A

7. Flip paper over
and do the same
on the other side.

8. Fold in half again
with questions facing
you.

9. Insert thumb and
forefinger of each hand
under corner flaps and
expand paper by
pushing corners to
center.

10. Now you're ready to

play the game!
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Pick a color!
Pick a number!

\/s
\

1. Imagine a scenario in which a
student could be suspended. Look
at the last page for some examples.

2. Pick a color.

3. Spell out the color as you move
the fortuneteller back and forth with
your fingers. For example: G-R-E-E-N
has five letters, so move five times.

4., Pick a number from the inside
and move the fortune teller that
many times.

5. Choose another number and
open the flap.

6. Read the strategy and discuss
how it would impact the whole
school community.
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Restorative justice is an approach
to resolving conflict. It brings together

Learn more about restbrative
justice and student rights:

* dignityinschools.org
* northwestbronx.org/sbu
* restorativejustice.org

needs, and repair harm.

' all stakeholders to meet, address i * advocatesforschildren.org

¢~ Whatis
restorative
justice?

Think about these
suspension scenarios!

You are a 12 grade student named E.
You are an 11t grade student name S.
E stayed up late all week to finish a big science project
and overslept this morning. E rushed to school but
was an hour late. E receives detention but can't go
because he has to pick up his siblings from school.

E receives another detention but again has the

same problem.

_________________________________________________

Lately, S has been sad and angry. S has been dealing with a lot of
issues at home. At school S overhears someone making a joke about
S's clothes. Without thinking, S curses and punches the person and
they start to fight.

You are a 9" grade student named M. You are a 10™ grade student name L.

M is hanging out with his friends in the school’s parking lot. M and

L is new at school and doesn’t have many friends.
' his friends are skateboarding and listening to music. A teacher sees

L feels bored at school and often wishes they
could be somewhere else. L skips school a few
times and eventually skips school more and more.

them and alerts the security guard who brings them all in to the
principal’s office. The security guard tells the principal that a teacher
saw them smoking weed in the parking lot.

_____________________________________________






