What 1s a “public charge?”

An immigrant who uses certain kinds of benefits from the government might be
considered a “public charge” by the government. This can affect your immigration
status. Just using government programs does not make you a public charge.

Which programs might put
someone at risk of being
considered a “public charge”?

The only programs that the government can
currently ask about are:

Cash assistance (like TANF or SSI)
SNAP (food stamps)

Federal Medicaid (NOT New York State
Medicaid, the Essential Plan, Emergency
Medicaid, H+H Options, NYC Care, Child
Health Plus, or Medicaid for pregnant
women and children)

Section 8 and public housing

Being enrolled in these programs does

NOT necessarily mean you will be considered
a public charge, but they are some of the
things the government looks at.

MOST government benefits are not included
on this list. If your children are US Citizens
you can apply for them to use these programs
without putting yourself at risk.

Immigrants with some statuses can apply

for a green card or visa WITHOUT being
considered a “public charge.” These include:

« Refugees and asylees

- Victims of serious crimes
(like U visa holders)

« VAWA self-petitioners (for people
who are victims of violence
committed by family members)

« Special immigrant juveniles (S1JS)

« Some other immigrants

Call the New Americans Hotline
at 1-800-566-7636 for suggestions
about where to get legal advice.

Remember, public charge still
doesn’t apply to many people,
and most government programs
aren’t included in the rules.

When does the government
decide if someone is a
“public charge”?

It happens when you are applying for a
green card. When you apply for citizenship
the government does NOT check if you are
a “public charge.”

What should I do?

You don’t need to cancel your benefits
if you are not at risk of being considered
a “public charge.” Even if you are, it is
important to think about your and your
family’s needs as well as immigration
concerns. If you have questions about
“public charge” related to an existing
or future immigration application, you
should consult an immigration legal
expert. Call the New Americans Hotline
at 1-800-566-7636 for suggestions
about where to get legal advice. The
hotline is free and anonymous, and
help is available in many languages.
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“Ganh nang cong ching” la gi?

Ngudi nhap cu sir dung mét s6 quyén Igi chanh phi co6 thé bi coi la “ganh nang cong
chiing”. Biéu nay c6 thé anh hua'ng dén tinh trang nhap cu cla quy vi. Chi don thuan sur
dung cac chuong trinh cua chanh phu khéng lam quy vi thanh ganh nang céng chdng.

Nhirng chuo'ng trinh nao cé thé lam ngu i
xin bi coi la “ganh nang céng chung”?

Chi nhirng chuong trinh chanh phu cé thé hoi la:

H6 tro tién mat (nhu TANF hodc SSI)
SNAP (phiéu thuc pham)

Medicaid cua lién bang (KHONG PHAI
Medicaid cua tiéu bang New York, Chuong
Trinh Essential, Medicaid Khan Céap, H+H
Options, NYC Care, Child Health Plus, hoac
Medicaid cho phu nir c6 thai va tré em)

Poan 8 va gia cu cong cong

Ghi danh vao nhirng chuong trinh nay KHONG han
nghia la quy vi sé bi coi la ganh nang céng ching
nhung day 1a mét sé trong nhirng diéu chanh phu
S€ xem xét.

HAU HET cac quyén loi ctia chanh pht khéng co
trong danh sach nay. Néu con quy vi la cong dan
Hoa Ky thi quy vi c6 thé ndp don xin quyén loi qua
nhirng chuong trinh nay ma khéng sao.

Nhirng ngudi nhap cur thuéc mét s6 dién co thé ndp

don xin thé xanh hoc chiu khan ma KHONG bj coi
la “ganh nang cong chiing”. Nhirng ngudi nay gom co:

« Ngudi ti nan va ngu¢i ti nan chanh tri

- Nan nhan cua t6i pham nghiém trong
(nhu ngurdi cé chiéu khan U)

« Ngu&i ty ndp don theo VAWA (nhirng
ngu&i la nan nhan bi ngu¢di nha bao
hanh)

- Tré vi thanh nién nhap cu dac biét
(SS)

« Mot s6 ngudi nhap cu khac

Goi New Americans Hotline (Puo'ng
Day Néng Nguwa'i My Mé'i) theo so
1-800-566-7636 dé bi€t khuyén cao
vé noi xin ¢d van phap ly. Xin nhé

rang ganh ndng céng chang khong
ap dung cho nhiéu ngudi va hau
hét cac churong trinh clia chanh phu
khéng thuéc nhirng quy dinh nay.

Khi nao thi chanh phu xem mét ngu¢i
la “ganh nang cong chung”?

D6 1a khi quy vi ndp don xin thé xanh. Khi quy
vi nép don dé xin lam céng dan thi chanh phu
KHONG kiém tra xem quy vi c6 1a “ganh néng
cbng chung” hay khéng.

Vay t6i nén lam gi?

Quy vij khong can bé quyén lgi ciia minh

néu khong c6 nguy co bi coi la “ganh nang
cbng chung.” Ngay ca khi quy vi c6 nguy co
thi diéu quan trong can tinh dén la nhu cau
cling nhu méi quan tadm vé nhap cu cua gia
dinh quy vi. Néu c6 thac mac vé “ganh nang
cong ching” lién quan dén don xin nhap cu
quy vi dang nép hay ndp trong tuong lai thi
quy Vi nén hoi luat su nhap tich. Goi New
Americans Hotline (Buwdo'ng Day Néng
Ngwoi My Mé'i) theo s6 1-800-566-7636
dé biét khuyén cao vé noi xin ¢6 van phap ly.
Pudng day nong 1a s6 goi mién phi va néc
danh, va c6 trg gilp qua nhiéu ngén ngr.
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