What 1s a “public charge?”

An immigrant who uses certain kinds of benefits from the government might be
considered a “public charge” by the government. This can affect your immigration
status. Just using government programs does not make you a public charge.

Which programs might put
someone at risk of being
considered a “public charge”?

The only programs that the government can
currently ask about are:

Cash assistance (like TANF or SSI)
SNAP (food stamps)

Federal Medicaid (NOT New York State
Medicaid, the Essential Plan, Emergency
Medicaid, H+H Options, NYC Care, Child
Health Plus, or Medicaid for pregnant
women and children)

Section 8 and public housing

Being enrolled in these programs does

NOT necessarily mean you will be considered
a public charge, but they are some of the
things the government looks at.

MOST government benefits are not included
on this list. If your children are US Citizens
you can apply for them to use these programs
without putting yourself at risk.

Immigrants with some statuses can apply

for a green card or visa WITHOUT being
considered a “public charge.” These include:

« Refugees and asylees

- Victims of serious crimes
(like U visa holders)

« VAWA self-petitioners (for people
who are victims of violence
committed by family members)

« Special immigrant juveniles (S1JS)

« Some other immigrants

Call the New Americans Hotline
at 1-800-566-7636 for suggestions
about where to get legal advice.

Remember, public charge still
doesn’t apply to many people,
and most government programs
aren’t included in the rules.

When does the government
decide if someone is a
“public charge”?

It happens when you are applying for a
green card. When you apply for citizenship
the government does NOT check if you are
a “public charge.”

What should I do?

You don’t need to cancel your benefits
if you are not at risk of being considered
a “public charge.” Even if you are, it is
important to think about your and your
family’s needs as well as immigration
concerns. If you have questions about
“public charge” related to an existing
or future immigration application, you
should consult an immigration legal
expert. Call the New Americans Hotline
at 1-800-566-7636 for suggestions
about where to get legal advice. The
hotline is free and anonymous, and
help is available in many languages.

Created by the Center for Urban Pedagogy
(CUP), New York Immigration Coalition, and
Partner & Partners. © the Center for Urban
Pedagogy (CUP), 2020.

NYIE SP



16 "USARRImINN:" ?

usHiguiRSHUHmAUIRSHEDINESIANR NN UMGSh[ginsmagnoim "vgh
FIMIAN:" TNWIANU 1S:MGGMAENSMOESHIRPINSILARAMSY [MSRIDIMA

AN U ESIE GIHARIWNUSAANEIAN 1S

AN YIWAMIHUMGSHNNA SINMYA G)
DAUBES SHUMSAWISMIjRINSIATIASATBIL
"ugAaNmIaN:" ?

wistangintipmeiduinimumenimsas

o HgWHanG{mMn (6t TANF y SSI)
« SNAP (iavum)

« Federal Medicaid (6Sf5S New York State
Medicaid, the Essential Plan, Emergency
Medicaid, H+H Options, Child Health Plus §
Medicaid fIEIO{RIMSITIN: SHALIISI:IS)

. 381§ 8 Susmisigisanminn:

migimsgsiunsisighagiiasinis:Bsissoimsia

HISSWEIHASNHIMSTMASATIHNUSARNMIAN 1SS
igjw fapanamywigsisi)uituinamuiuis
ms

HRLIWHRIPAM USRS Ss[gimsivumau
isighucfissis 4 PR SIBFSIVAHAANNUIFNILIA
HAMGMAMA)AIG) AT SIRG DM AYIRSINIS:
msunwisiFejgsyAuUBERUNSAWIg W

HSHIGIDUA STHUBISANSMNYWESSHMGIHAMAJHN
sanival USHHAMITS LIWPS [HimsiATIaSAGIN "

ugAMN@EIAN:" IS]W1 SIS EYSS

- tisig s SunstryinRSHAms

u =

' . HsiAisUsTiR S (HohnAmsSS

K1 U)

UBIRAABEAN)

. HSAUSHIUUNS iU (SI1JS)

(]

. HSHIIUTUEHiSIEMIgaYWwESS

w

« AU S0BEH VAWA (R{sUBSatEm
masmimisHangniHvHa W

sifinisiigjginin New Americans
muifue 1-800-566-7636 ily]jiai )
mitansininSaigusgumsans

SMFIGNU [HIGRBIGIUEARNTIAN:
isiinGsnsinisiiissAmMIGSIS
WNwnyiRiamuhiEsBs{gl
msyBUMUIsighgnUIS g W

AL AMIAT IG5 B1iA SIAMEALK
"ugh anmInn:" ?

niraigRisiinastdugARmAARvANivaY UUIns
g:isSimiv inuHA “annjﬁjﬁi@n b nES
fSa)IBUBIAEAAT "USARNEIAN:" 151
EAIGHGING?
HABSGINY G UG UHGUIUNGSIVAHATS W
wisiGunssiuss ShmitHu{ginsensAtIm
"ugnanNmIAN:" 1 ajinuasidgAlamunhi:
{usAtnw Nusan:aRsghmianRNn gMIUAEA
SU{ABAANIURIHA NG AYANURHSHISULRS
1 WSy oIS A "UghANEIAN" §1ASY
ShmIhAMARHIUTB SR UBIS[RNG Uys)
INUHSIAR HAItA MM Y WIBmHISUEUS
1 fyugiIRsnisims tgyuammesinn s1sinamian
HIBINMG (New Americans Hotline) muifug
1-800-566-7636 ujmUmiinNSIHNAtghiHUgl
sgruBNsFinns 4 {gjuammeinin sidingmiaia
faAnlg SUHSIEA WIWHSWASSHMANMIES

(insSUIfnt SN WHHBANURENGATMA R

r“@ CD (CUP), wBgHIRIUEUS New York §h Partner
)] | ' & Partnersv © BEBANURHUATMIUNIH

(CUP) 81 2020





